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SUBJECT: REACTION TO PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH 
REE: SEOUL 8694 

1. SUMMARY: EDITORIAL REACTION TO PRIME MINISTER'S DECEMBER 26 
POLITICAL SPEECH WAS FAVORABLE, BUT WITH RESERVATIONS. LEADER OF 
SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN ANNOUNCED HE WOULD NOT DESIST. JOURNALISTS 
HAVE INDICATED PRIVATELY THAT THEY TAKE PRIMIN'S WARNINGS ABOUT 
OVERSTEPPING LIMITS OF FREEDOM SERIOUSLY. 

2. ALL NEWSPAPERS EXCEPT TONGA-ILBO COMMENTED EDITORIALLY, 
GENERALLY APPROVING PRIMIN'S ATTEMPT TO RESTORE PUBLIC CONFIDENCE 

BUT EXPRESSING WAIT AND SEE ATTITUDE TOWARDS NEW PROMISES. WHILE 
ENDORSING PRIMIN'S EFFORT TO OPEN COMMUNICATION WITH PUBWYC, EDIT- 
ORIALS DISAGREED WITH SOME SPECIFIC POINTS IN HIS SPEECH. CHUNGANG 
TI RO FOR EXAMPLE SAID PEOPLE WERE UNLIKELY TO BE MOVED BY YET 
ANOTHER WARNING ABOUT COMMUNIST THREAT. SINA ILBO SAID THERE IS 
NO POINT IN HAVING A DIALOGUE WITH THOSE WHO THINK ALIKE, BUT 
THAT DIALOGUE SHOULD BE EXTENDED TO INCLUDE THOSE WHO THINK 
DIFEERENTLY. GOVERNMENT-OWNED SEOUL SINMUN AGREED WITH PRIMIN'S 
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PROCEEDED TO LIST SOME: ALLOWING GAP TO WIDEN BETWEEN RICH AND 
POOR; PRESSING POOR TO SAVE CAPITAL; MAKING EXAGGERATED CLAIMS 
ABOUT GOVERNMENT'S ACHIEVEMENTS; AND ALLOWING DEALERS IN SCARCE 
ITEMS TO PROEITEER. 

3. OPPOSITION POLITICIANS HAVE ADDED LITTLE BY WAY OF REACTION 
TO PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECK BEYOND THE INITIAL COMMENTS OE NEW 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NDP) AND DEMOCRATIC UNIEICATION PARTY (DUP) 
SPOKESMEN (REETEL). NDP VICE SPEAKER YI CHOL-SUNG, COMMENTING IN 
SAME VEIN AS PARTY SPOKESMAN, SAID THAT COOPERATION BETWEEN 
PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT AEICH PRIMIN SOUGHT SHOULD NOT BE A ONE- 
WAY STREET. NDP ASSEMBLYMAN YI TAEK-DON, A EORMER KIM TAE-CHUNG 
BACKER, CALLED SPEECH "DISAPPOINTING". STRONGEST REACTION WAS 
EROM NDP NEW NON-MAINSTREAM FACTION LEADER KIM YONG-SAM. KIM 
CALLED SPEECH "HALE A THREAT AND HALE AN APPEAL" AND DECLARED 
THAT GOVERNMENT COULD NEVER RECOVER POPULAR CONEIDENCE EXCEPT BY 
AMENDING CONSTITUTION TO RESTORE RIGHT OE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION. 

5. COMMENTING TO USIS OFEICERS ON PRIMIN'S SPEECH, JOURNALISTS 
INDICATED THEY SAW IN IT A CLEAR WARNING ABOUT CONSEQUENCES OF 
OVERSTEPPING LIMITS ON FREE SPEECH IMPOSED BY "SELE'"43 54-8,5". 

THEY INDICATED THEY WOULD ACT GINGERLY IN EXPLORING THESE LIMITS 
AND THEY BELCEVED PRIMIN MEANT WHAT HE SAID IN STATING CHALLENGE 
TO EUND AMENT AL STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT NOT TO BE TOLERATED. 

6. COMMENT; OUR INITIAL IMPRESSION IS THAT PRIMIN'S SPEECH HAS HAD 
A PUBLIC IMPACT ON DELINEATING EXTENT GOVERNMENT WILL PERMIT 
POLITICAL DEBATE. WHILE NOT EXPECTING MORE EXTREME CRITICS TO 
BACK DOWN IN EACE OE PRIMIN'S WARNING, GOVERNMENT HOPEEUL THAT 
SPEECH WILL HAVE SUFEICIENT APPEAL TO ISOLATE CRITICS AND INDUCE 

A GENERAL CAUTION ABOUT PRESSING EOR POEITICAL NMANGE. GOVERNMENT 
HAS ALSO OBVIOUSLY LAID GROUND EOR DIRECT ACTION AGAINST ITS 
ACTIVIST CRITICS IE IT EEELS NEED. AT SAME TIME PRIMIN SPEECH 
WTILL PRESERVES GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO MODERATION ON ITS OWN 
TERMS. 
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